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Discussion notes 2 Peter 3. Matthew 13: 25-35 

A fundamental idea about the Kingdom of God is that it is about the ‘rule of God’ 

rather than strictly about ‘place’. A King may have a Kingdom by inheritance, but 

it’s only really his kingdom where he gets to rule in practice, where his will is 

done. The Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven as Matthew puts it, is 

imperfectly realised on earth. Israel was a pointer to this at its best but the Jews 

were still waiting for God’s kingdom rule in the time of Jesus. Jesus life death, 

resurrection and pouring out of the Spirit inaugurate (bring into being) the new 

age of the Kingdom. Yet there is more to come. 

1. What is the link in scripture between the activity of the Holy Spirit and the 

Kingdom of God? 

2. How much does God ‘allow’ on earth that is not His will? Why does he allow 

such things? 

3. How much have you seen God’s kingdom activity at work? Can you 

describe what you have seen? 

4. What has your experience been of God’s patience with you? How has that 

affected your sense of God’s presence? 

5. Are you (or is the Church) able to do things that increase God’s kingdom 

on earth as it is in heaven? 

6. Is there going to be a final ‘Day of the Lord’ when God finally establishes 

his kingdom? If so, do we have a part to play in the timing of that? 

7. What is the link between God’s kingdom and ‘supernatural ministry’, 

especially healing? 

Theological language talks about ‘inaugurated eschatology’, which means ‘last 

days things are beginning to happen right now’. ‘Over realised eschatology’ is a 

term which means ‘you are overemphasising how much of the kingdom to expect 

right now. There is still more to come when Jesus returns’. Where do you think 

Woodlands sits on that continuum? 


